
SHALL WOMAN SUFFRAGE BE 
ADOPTED? 

The supporters of woman suffrage seem to 
be gaining ground. The recent vote in the 
House of Commons, commending equal suf
frage by a vote of two hundred and seventy
one to ninety-two, indicates the enormous 

gains of the suffragettes. In view of these 
gains, and in contemplation of the time when 
the same question will be facing the United 
States more squarely and more universally 
than at present, it may be excusable again to 
consider even so much haggled a matter, and 
seek for new light upon some of its old phases. 

And, firstly, let us discard the plea of nat
ural right. Women undoubtedly have as 
much inborn right to vote as men; if, however, 
the advantage of the state, as measured by 
the most good to the most people, requires the 
disenfranchisement of women, even the most 
politically minded should forego that right. 
After all, the needs of the many are of the 
most importance; if our only patriotic death 
be the civil death, let us accept the sacrifice. 
If, however, we find not only that nothing is 
gained by our deprivation of the ballot, but 
also that non-representation of numerous im
portant interests result therefrom, we are as 
unpatriotic in not demanding the ballot as we 
should be in refusing to surrender it. 

Also, let us discard the argument of "uplift
ing the ballot." Practical testimony is at va
riance on this point. Some say that polls and 
elections are more orderly and less corrupt 
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with woman suffrage; others, as Lawrence 
Lewis, in the "Outlook," instance cases of no
table ballot corruption, and tell of women be
ing actually harried from the election 
grounds. In New Zealand, where the full 
Parliamentary suffrage is enjoyed , Reeves 
claims that the polls are orderly and decent. 
The mere formality of a voting-booth , how
ever, is not the criterion of equal suffrage. If 
it will aid good causes to have women vote, 
the disorderliness of the polls should not 
count for much; if good causes are not ad
vanced thereby, a little courtesy at the booths 
should not for an instant weigh in the bal
ance . 

The same is true of the argument that 
women will vote only for good men . In one 
way that may be so . Women, as attested in 
Colorado and the Wes tern states , are apt to 
vote for the respectable, as against the dis
reputable man. The state, however, suffers as 
often from inefficient respectability as from 
efficient corruption . Women will not spring 
into the ballot Athene-like, fully armed with 
political intelligence to make them discrimin
ate between the faults which do not prevent 
exercise of official functions, and those which 
do. In this respect they will be found as lack 
ing as the average man. Their votes will prob 
ably not for some time exert an influence in 
breaking down the "good man fallacy." With
in about a generation , however , the increase 
in political intelligence which may be ex
pected from exercise of the ballot by both 
heads of the family undoubtedly will aid in 
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bringing men at once efficient and upright 
into city, state and national offices. 

The objection that women do not use the 
ballot when they have it seems to be rather 
outweighed by the evidence, and therefore 
may be treated briefly. Lawrenc e Lewis, in 
the " Outlook," claims that the worst class of 
women turn out extensively in Colorado, and 
that the good women vote under protest. The 
polling of low women is probably over-empha
sized by the fact that in Colorado there are 
only two classes of women-good and bad. 
The bulk of the Western population is com
posed of men. The women thP-re are either 
wives of well-to-do professional men who can 
afford to transport and settle their families 
where living is one third higher than in the 
East; or women who are attracted by the 
mining camps and gambling saloons. A large 
majority of the miners who constitute so 
much of the Colorado population is unmarried. 
Therefore the middle class women , the wives 
and daughters of skilled artisans, small deal
ers, etc. , are largely lacking in the table, and 
the lower class looms high on the horizon. 
Yet, the fact that in the best districts women 
polled from forty-five to forty-seven percent 
of the entire registered vote (1898) indicates 
how well the higher class women support the 
ballot. Furthermore, the testimony of many 
Colorado women who formerly disapproved 
of the ballot is that they have grown to ap
preciate its power, and would not give it up. 

In the answers to a series of questions sent 
in 1901, asking whether women used the bal-
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lot, one hundred and forty mayors of Utah, 
Colorado, Wyoming and Idaho, stated specifi
cally that women do vote in considerable 
numbers, and in large numbers on important 
questions. In regard to other points as to the 
advantage of equal suffrage, I should be in
clined to take these mayors replies with a 
grain of salt, for they are written by men de
sirous of re-election ; but they would hardly 
falsify figures, so their testimony may be call
ed authentic. As given in these answers, the 
rate of percent was often sixty-five or seventy, 
and in one case, Utah , ninety percent. Utah 
of course is not a fair t est , for the church calls 
out the Mormon women to vote , and the Gen
tile women vote in opposition. Still, the per
cent of women voting, although usually not 
quite equal to that of the men, is high, partic
ularly in comparison with some of the eastern 
elections, as that of a recent Boston election 
(1908) where nine percent of the men in the 
governor's own ward voted . In New Zealand 
the women votin g make up from si x ty to 
seventy percent of the total qualified female 
population. 

Reeves 1 in his "State E x periments in Aus
tralia and New Zealand" says , " The results 
of the great reform have disproved nearly 
every prophecy of evil indulged in before the 
ex periment was tried ." And elsewhere : "In 
all, the working of the experiment has shown 
that when women get the suffrage they will 
us e it. '" * ~, There are no signs of dis
ord er at the polls. ,:, * * The throngs of 
wom en in and about the booths have caused 



54 Shall Woman .Suffra g e Be Adopt ed? 

no inconvenience and met with no rudeness. 
* * * The word-pictures of which colo
nists used to have so many given them-of 
domestic discord, of children forgotten, hus
bands uncared for, dinners uncooked, dress 
and appearance neglected-have almost pass
ed from memory." 

So much for the lesser, often would-be face
tious arguments with which advocates of 
woman suffrage are assailed. In the first 
place they do not touch upon the real bone 
of contention; and in the second place, practi
cal experience has shown how ephemeral and 
ghost-like they are. 

As before stated, the question is one of 
practical expedi~ncy-practical not in the 
sense that we are to neglect all humanitarian 
aspects of the situation, but practical in the 
sense that we are to confine ourselves to this 
query in accepting or rejecting equal suffrage: 
Will the woman's vote give enough actual ad
vantages in legislation to counterbalance ad
mitted disadvantages? 

And serious objections there truly are . The 
gravest perhaps, if true, is that woman suf
frage will double the ballot without produc
ing essential change in the results. Good 
women will vote as good men, corrupt 
women as corrupt men; the state will go to 
grave expense and trouble and still achieve 
no definite end. Another telling objection, if 
true, is that woman suffrage will throw into 
the elections a mass of uneducated votes, in
fluenced either by the husbands or friends of 
the women casting them. 
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As to the doubling of the vote, probably the 
number of ballots cast by the women would 
not in reality amount to that much of an in
crease. Our universal ballot is made much 
more universal by the presence of the natur
alized foreigner , who readily picks up a little 
English, and leaps into citizenship. Not all 
of these foreigners bring their wives with 
them, however. The proportion of foreign 
women who immigrate is about four-fifths in 
comparison with the foreign men . (Abstract 
U. S. Census report, 1900 , p. 44). Then, too, 
the women stay at home and do not learn: 
English so readily. They become naturalized, 
and express their intention to do so, much 
later than the men , and often not at all . So 
the element of the foreign women is not 
greatly formidable. 

As to the political intelligence of the or
dinary woman, it is undeniable that in many 
ways it is below that of the ordinary man. 
This may be well ascribed to her very disen
franchisement . It has been the practical ex
perience, that women not only vote on , but 
take an interest in, and study into important 
questions when they have the ballot. Fur
thermore , among the women the best women 
vote first and always . It has been the re
proach of American citizenship that our col
lege professors, ministers, teachers-the men 
who stand for education-as a class have ta
ken little interest in public affairs until about 
a decade ago. Among the women it may be 
the unfeminine-but certainly it is the intelli
gent , ene r getic highminded ones who lead in 

I; 
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voting. They want the ballot for specific 
measures, have fought for it and always use 
it. The middle-class woman who takes no in
terest in the ballot usually does not vote at 
all. The corrupt women who are suborned by 
the low police and saloon element, formidable 
as they are, have opposing them in the better 
women, not a theorizing class such as the in
tellectual men have until lately been, in con
trast to the machine, but a well-organized sys
tem of federated clubs, which, whatever be its 
faults, has supported and carried on many a 
fine measure to victory. 

The argument of the doubling of the vote, 
then, is not so overwhelming, for foreign 
women could not quickly obtain the ballot, 
and the uninterested woman ordinarily does 
not vote. Personally, however, I should favor 
a revision of the suffrage laws, imposing for 
all elections an educational qualification, and 
for municipal elections a longer residential 
qualification, which would cut down the entire 
number of votes, male and female. The edu
cational qualification, even more than the 
naturalization laws, would force upon unin
telligent foreigners long residence here and 
some acquaintance with American ideals be
fore the attainment of citizenship; and the 
lessening of the total number of votes would 
still more minimize the evils attendant upon 
sudden extension of the ballot to so large a 
number of people. 

The gist of the opposition to woman suf
frage resolves itself into the doctrine that the 
interests of women are represented just as well 
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by men as they would be with women voting. 
Of course numerical representation is mani
festly not given; a man with fouL· daughters 
cannot represent their individual interests 
more fully than the man with only his wife or 
mother to represent. Still, however, it may 
fairly be admitted that in many ways women 
are well represented. Thus the interests of 
the property-holding woman, so far as general 
legislation dealing with property is concerned, 
are well represented by men who hold prop
erty. Her opinions on police service, street
cars, military protection, pure food, and such 
issues, are as a rule identical with the opinions 
of the men with whom she associates either 
as influencing or influenced. 

Vl/e need, however, to have all worthy hu
man interests politically represented in order 
to attain to our highest political and social 
development. Now the unit of society is not 
the man; it is the family. The family con
sists of three sub-units, the man, the woman 
and the child . The man is represented in leg
islation . His business, scientific, professional, 
political , social and moral interests are eventu
ally under his control through the ballot , if he 
uses it intelligently. He may through organi
zation demand a mea sure, and through the 
ballot w reak vengeance upon the legislato r 
who refus es him that measure. 

But are women and children represented in 
every necessary way? Are their business , 
scientific, prof essional , political, social and 
mor a l interests, represented by men not per
fectly , but appro x imatel y? I thin k no t. That 



58 Shall Woman Suffrage Be Adopted.~ 

their business interests arc not represented is 
shown by the low wages given to women for 
precisely the same work that is done by high
er paid men. That the moral and social re
quirements of women and children are misun
derstood by men is evident from the cruel 
age-of-consent laws, ( 10 years in South Caro
lina) the slackness with regard to child labor, 
the blind acquiescence which men have shown 
in many of the horrible conditions centering 
around factory life. I do not mean to say that 
conditions would be perfect if women had the 
ballot; what I do claim is that men cannot, 
as a matter of course, understand the misery 
attendant upon certain · existing social condi
tions for women and children. The capitalist 
cannot appreciate the status _ of the laborer. 
It is the laborer's vote and the laborer's dele
gate which give him representation. In the 
same way men save for a few exceptions, do 
not and cannot realize all - aspects of ques
tions which touch women and children be
cause....:_they are not women and the usual hap- -
py childhood prevents realization of what life 
means to some children. 

As to women's wage-earning interests: the 
woman as a wage-earner is absolutely unrep
resented in legislature. School teachers, 
shop girls, mill workers, have not a vote and 
therefore are not represented. Working 
women in states without equal suffrage find 
it extremely difficult to get the merest hear
ing before legislative committees on most es
sential matters of the sanitation, physical and 
moral, of the factories in which they work . It 



Shall Woman Suffra g e_ Be Adopted? li9 

is notorious that in the Eastern states women 
of broad training, extensive travel, long ex
perience , sympathetic character and unexcep
tionable life are paid about one half of the 
salary given many a fledgling man who can 
neither discipline, nor teach his classes. In 
most states one thousand dollars is the highest 
salary attained by the average woman teach
er, whatever her ability. In the Western suf
frage states laws have been passed enacting 
equal pay for equal work ; the example has 
been followed in contiguous states ; and the 
result is that the West attracts many of the 
finest teachers the East can produce. 

To tum from purely selfish aspects of the 
question and look at the representation of 
state, instead of purely feminine interests
in the women we have the great house-keep
ing class-a class instinctively interested in 
·municipal house-cleaning, and practical sani
tation. Now many so called abstruse political 
questions are . nothing more nor less than 
housekeeping on a large scale-gas and water 
and streets and sewage and garbage-disposal 
-they all come in that line. Why should not 
women's practical administrative ability, gain
ed in housekeeping, be applied to passing ex
pert judgment on municipal cleanliness? Why 
should a woman whose pride is in her children 
be dependent on men for the condition of the 
streets on which, in our crowded cities, her 
children must run and play? 

Then , take a still more altruistic view of the 
question. Most women are admittedly dif
ferent from most men . They are more emo-



60 Shall Woman S1'.lfra ge Be Adopted ? 

tional, more intuitive, more sympathetic, but 
is there any reason why emotionality, intui
tion and sympathy should be unrepresented 
in legislation? Is a preacher's vote useless 
because he treats of the ideal, or a school 
teacher's vote useless because he is employed 
in the sentimental profession of training the 
young? Have not the great advances in leg
islation, in the line of common justice and 
freedom, been made upon .these same unprac
tical grounds? 

Included in a class of questions largely 
dealing with matters of emotion and sympa
thy are those vital ends in which women as a 
class are interested, and for which they now 
work feebly-in comparison with their poten
tiality-without the stimulus of state assist
ance. Such are the compelling philanthropic
questions of to-day. Such are the sociological 
questions of prisons, hospitals, infirmaries and 
countless others. With the growing conges
tion of city population, these matters consti
tute not merely a nuisance, but a positive dan
ger to the state. It is incontestable that the 
women, in investigating, in making public, and 
in ameliorating evil social conditions have 
been not only of notable use, but often actual 
pioneers. Why not legitimatize that labor and 
enable women to work efficiently, through the 
ballot and the laws for causes so necessary? 

There is the question of the child. The 
child and his interests have been long neglect
ed. He cannot himself provide for his future. 
Yet he must be represented. Who is so ca
pable of representing the child as the woman, 
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with her sympathy and mother understand
ing? Who, on the average, so alive to the 
school needs of children, as the mothers? The 
recognition of this fact is shown in the ex
tensive woman's school ballot. But there are 
large child-questions more threatening, be
cause more insidious and less public than that 
of poor schools. The establishment of day 
nurseries, of parks and playgrounds, of free 
circtlilating libraries, of reformatories which 
shall reform, not deaden-these remedies of 
evils which loom ever bigger and blacker in 
the life of a state-has not the woman been a 
potent factor therein? And would she not 
be more potent if she had a vote? 

There is the appalling crime of child-labor 
to be prevented. Spargo's "Bitter Cry of the 
Children" claims that two million and a half, 
some mere babes, are wearing away their lives 
in the mines, mills and glass factories-physi
cally, mentally, morally blasted-the figures 
are frightful. Beginning with Mrs. Brown
ing, in her poem, "The Cry of the Children," 
it is women who have fought this evil so 
vitiating to the state as a whole. Would not 
their interest in that one question, toyed with 
by men, give them a right to the ballot. 

But some one still says, "You are demand
ing a vote for what you do get through your 
influence. What the women have done for 
philanthropy, voteless, proves that." Ah, but 
some of these measures have taken half a cen
tury of "quiet influence" to push through in 
non-suffrage states in comparison with a year 
of effort in the suffrage states. Thus, in the 
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four equal suffrage states women have equal 
legal status with men. They have gained with
out the slightest trouble laws putting their 
property rights, their rights of guardianship, 
upon the same plane as that of men. In Mich
igan to-day, on the other hand, a woman may 
not convey property without her husband's 
consent, tho no such consent is demanded 
when the husband wishes to convey his prop
erty. The father is complete guardian of his 
child. He may not only bind him out as an 
apprentice, but he may will away the child, 
born or unborn to a complete stranger. Such 
laws as these seem unjust to men, but they do 
not strike home with the same personal force 
as to women. As a result, it is from the unre- • 
mitting work of women, not men, that the 
amelioration of women's legal status has come; 
but that work has gone on ever since the Civil 
War, and such relics of barbarism as this sin
gle guardianship law still exist. One argu
ment against woman suffrage is that women 
have not the physique to allow them to enter 
politics. If we had enjoyed the direct 
and rapid power of the ballot · and had stored 
up the nervous energy which has been ex
pended during these fifty years by American 
women in lobbying and pledging legislators 
who broke their pledges, what a fund of force 
would we not now inherit? 

Many crying measures for r elief have been 
framed by women, pushed up to a head by 
women, voted on, and lost because they were 
supported by a class voteless. Take the testi
mony of Mrs. McCullough of Illinois where 
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an unusually intelligent set of women is la
boring for vital laws upon vital subjects. She 
writes: 

"The Federated Clubs endorsed six meas
ures , one for a state commission for traveling 
libraries; a trained nurses bill; a forestry bill; 
a woman suffrage bill; an age of consent bill, 
and a crimes against children bill. Only the 
last passed." 

Only $5,000 were wanted for the library 
commission bill . The nurses bill was of in
terest to women , and of course could not win 
the hearty support of men. As to the age of 
consent bill, the women had pledged twenty
eight legislators in its favor. Only twenty-six 
were required to pass the measure. Seven of 
the legislators stayed away in committee, and 
on the final hearing before the house the judi
ciary committee refused women a hearing on 
the matter. So the age was ·1owered two 
years, from eighteen to sixteen years, and the 
bill as a whole so amended as to become 
largely ineffectual. 

That is the result of well organized effort 
working through a voteless class. There is 
the brighter side of the picture showing the 
fruits of equal suffrage to outrun our theory; 
the laws which have been passed in woman 
suffrage states often quoted in the ·mayors' 
one hundred and forty letters, and as admitted 
by public men everywhere in the West, largely 
through the women. 

IN IDAHO. 

(Equal Suffrage granted in 1896.) 
Law making gambling illegal (Idaho Laws 
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of 1899, page 389 ;) raising age of proection 
for girls to 18 (Same, page 167 ;) establish
ing libraries and reading rooms, and author
izing a tax for their maintenance, (Code of 
1902, Sec. 994 ;) requiring at least 3 per cent. 
of school fund appropriated each year to be 
applied to maintain school libraries , the books 
to be chosen from list compiled by State 
Board of Education (Same, Sec. 1065 ; estab
lishing a State Library Cotn;tnission, consist
ing of the president of the State University, 
the State Superintendent of Public Instruc
tion, the Secretary of State and the Attorney 
General (Laws of 1903 ; House Bill 164) ; pro
viding for a department of domestic science 
in the State University (Same, page 433; Sen
ate Bill 110 ;) and for a course of lectures on 
domestic science in the Academy of Idaho 
(Same, page 51; House Bill 52 ;) establish
ing an Industrial Reform School (Same , page 
12; House Bill 20 ;) a Pure Food Act , (Same, 
page 95 ; House Bill 97 ;) and giving a mar
ried woman the same right to control and 
dispose of her property as a married man 
(Same, page 345; Senate Bill 35.) 

J. H. Hawley, a prominent lawyer of Boise, 
wrote to Miss Amy F. Acton of Boston , Au
gust 21, 1904: "All the laws that you mention 
were urged by women, and without such ad
vocacy I do not believe any of them would 
have been passed. For the passage of some of 
them, the women are absolutely responsible, 
because it was through their efforts that the 
members of the Legislature were brought to 
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realize that a condition existed that made the 
passage of such laws necessary. In partic
ular, the Act of 1899, making gambling a mis
demeanor ; the Act of the same year raising 
the age of consent; the Acts of 1901 providing 
for a State Library Commission, and for a tax 
for libraries; and the Acts of 1903 in regard to 
the property of married women and a chair of 
domestic science in the University and Acad
emy of Idaho, were all passed by the efforts 
of the ladies of the State." 

In Utah, in Wyoming, and in Colorado, laws 
of the same nature have been passed through 
the efforts of the women. 

Women, then, do use the ballot when they 
have it granted in full power. Its use does 
not carry in its train any loss of womanliness 
nor any great evils to the general electoral 
system; and it does bring with it representa
tion of women as wage earners, as a class 
deeply interested in important sociological 
aims, and as the class closest in sympathy 
with the all-important needs of the wo~ 
and child. The real advantages of equal suf
frage can hardly be evident for years to come; 
but even now it enables essential legislation 
to be carried through not by cumbersome 
methods of wirepulling, but by the direct and 
sure method of a simple ballot. In view of 
these facts it seems practically expedient, for 
the far-reaching .good of the state, that women 
be allowed to vote. 




